Museum Spotlights: Virtual Presentations on Six Area Historic Sites
September-October 2024
All programs are on Tuesdays at 5:00pm.
Registration required to receive the Zoom Link.
------------------
September 10, 2024: Meadowcroft Rockshelter & Historic Village
Travel back 19,000 years from the comfort of your couch! 
At this virtual program, we welcome David Scofield, Director of Meadowcroft Rockshelter and Historic Village. Learn more about the history of this amazing site and the stories behind some favorite artifacts! Following the presentation, there will be an opportunity to ask questions and learn more. 
About Meadowcroft:
This National Historic Landmark, located in Washington County, PA, features a massive rock overhang used for shelter by the first people in North America. In addition to ancient history at the Rockshelter, visitors to Meadowcroft can also step back in time to experience rural life over the past 500 years through a series of interpretive villages, including a 16th century Eastern Woodland Indian Village, an 18th century log cabin and open-sided trading post, and a 19th century village that includes a church, one-room schoolhouse, and blacksmith shop.
Registration is required. To register, go to: https://bit.ly/474Jwxy 
------------------
September 17, 2024: Pennsylvania Trolley Museum
Clang, clang, clang went the trolley…
At this virtual program, we welcome Jeanine DeBor, Director of Annual Giving & Marketing of the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum. Learn more about the history of this amazing museum, find out what’s new since their 2023 renovation, and hear the stories behind a few favorite trolleys! Following the presentation, there will be an opportunity to ask questions and learn more. 
About Pennsylvania Trolley Museum:
The streetcar, or “trolley,” played a vital role in the growth of 20th century American cities. Because of this means of transportation, people could then live much farther from their place of work, which led to the development of the suburbs. In 1940 the Pittsburgh Electric Railway Club established a trolley museum in the Pittsburgh area, first in the eastern suburbs, and then in 1954 a site was chosen in Washington County, where the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum was established. It started with three trolleys; now there is a collection of 50 cars, over 600 members worldwide, 150 active volunteers, and over 30,000 visitors each year. The Pennsylvania Trolley Museum celebrated the opening of its new 21,000 square-foot Welcome & Education Center (“Center”) in November 2023. 
Registration is required. To register, go to: https://bit.ly/3T8YDjV 
------------------
September 24, 2024: Historic Fort Steuben 
Discover the fascinating story of the Ohio Valley during the 18th century! 
At this virtual program, Judy Bratten, a representative of Historic Fort Steuben Visitor Center, will highlight the history of the site and what you may see during your visit. Following the presentation, there will be an opportunity to ask questions and learn more!
About Historic Fort Steuben:
Historic Fort Steuben was built in 1786 by the First American Regiment for the protection of surveyors who had been sent by the Continental Congress to map the Northwest Territory.  Visitors can tour the reconstructed fort to see the soldiers’ quarters, guardhouse, hospital, and commissary, as well as the Federal Land Office. Historic Fort Steuben’s many exhibits, tours, and events tell the story of the daily life of the men who helped open the territories to settlement. 
Registration is required. To register, go to: https://bit.ly/3X92izE 
------------------
October 8, 2024: Depreciation Lands Museum 
Step back in time to experience life during the colonial days!
At this virtual program, Kimberly Chaffee, Site Coordinator of the Depreciation Lands Museum, will highlight the history of the site and what you may see during your visit. Following the presentation, there will be an opportunity to ask questions and learn more!
About Depreciation Lands Museum:
The Depreciation Lands Museum and Park was created by Hampton Township in 1973. Their goal was to preserve and interpret the early years of European settlement in the Depreciation Lands, which were areas set aside by the government to compensate its soldiers for their service in the Revolutionary War.
This is a colonial-era living history settlement in an area that by 1805 was known as Talley Cavey. All the buildings are staffed by knowledgeable, costumed interpreters. The grounds include the original Pine Creek Covenanter Church and cemetery, along with an authentic log house and many reproduction buildings, such as a school, smoke house, bake oven, blacksmith shop, and barn, which holds a Conestoga style wagon, mercantile and workshop. There is also a research library, which contains a collection of books on 18th century history, life, and skills of the time period. 
Registration is required. To register, go to: https://bit.ly/4e143FU 
------------------
October 15, 2024: Fort Ligonier  
Learn more about our region’s role in the French and Indian War!
At this virtual program, Mary Manges, Executive Director at Fort Ligonier Association, will highlight the history of the site and what you may see during your visit. Following the presentation, there will be an opportunity to ask questions and learn more!
About Fort Ligonier:
Fort Ligonier is a reconstructed British fort from the French and Indian War, located in Ligonier, PA. The fort was built in 1758 as winter quarters for soldiers, and it was used to house supplies of the British army and to defend the supply line crucial to the community. It was the last in a string of fortifications that stretched from Philadelphia to a new fort that became Fort Pitt and was on land that became Pittsburgh.
On display in the Museum is a recreated artillery train that was used to defend the fort and the remains of an 18th century powder magazine. There are displays about a hospital ward, women’s roles at the hospital, and medical care in the British army during this time period. In addition, there is information on the archaeological digs that have taken place at Ft. Ligonier, and the phases of reconstruction and expansion.
Registration is required. To register, go to: https://bit.ly/4dZiN81 
------------------
October 22, 2024: Braddock’s Battlefield  
​Find out why Braddock’s Defeat became an epic turning point in Colonial America's history!   
At this virtual program, Shawn MacIntyre, Public Engagement & Operations Manager of Braddock’s Battlefield History Center, will highlight the history of the site and what you may see during your visit. Following the presentation, there will be an opportunity to ask questions and learn more!
About Braddock’s Battlefield History Center:
The Braddock’s Battlefield History Center (History Center) stands where the Battle of the Monongahela took place on July 9, 1755. It was also known as Braddock’s Defeat, and it is the most widely recognized battle of the French and Indian War, which developed into the Seven Year’s War. It involved dozens of nation states siding with either Great Britain or France; many different Native American tribes were involved as well. The fighting was for control of the western frontier of Pennsylvania and the Ohio River Valley at the point in Pittsburgh where the Monongahela and Allegheny Rivers meet to form the Ohio River.
This battle was important in training George Washington and eventually helped him become commander of the Continental Army during the American Revolution. Braddock’s Field was also the site of a rally of rebellious militiamen and farmers during the Whiskey Rebellion in 1794, and during the American Civil War the site was used for the training of Union forces.
Registration is required. To register, go to: https://bit.ly/4cG0svQ 
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